Objective: Some information is available about the parasite fauna and incidence for Clarias gariepinus in Turkey, but digenean parasites have received little attention. The purpose of the study is to contribute to the parasite fauna of Turkey. Methods: From 2007 to 2008, a total 63 Clarias gariepinus that were caught in the Asi River were purchased from the fish market in Hatay and brought on ice to the Parasitology Research Laboratory at Atatürk University. The fish were dissected. The obtained parasites were fixed with AFA, dyed with Mayer's Carmalum, and mounted with Canada Balsam. Results: Forty-eight fish were infected with the Orientocreadium batrachoides. The prevalence of the parasite was 76.2% overall, and 100% in the largest size class of C. gariepinus. There was no significant correlation between fish size and number of parasites. Conclusion: Our sample of C. gariepinus from the Asi River exhibited high rates of incidence of O. batrachoides which is the first record from Turkey. It was detected that the specimens of O. batrachoides in Turkey are larger than previously reported samples. This is the first clearly documented report of O. batrachoides in teleost fish of Turkey. (Turkiye Parazitol Derg 2013; 37: 203- (Turkiye Parazitol Derg 2013; 37: 203-7) 
INTRODUCTION
Clarias gariepinus, the African catfish is widespread in the southern and central freshwaters of Turkey, including the Asi River (where it has commercial importance), the Ceyhan, Seyhan, Göksu, Aksu and Sakarya rivers. Clarias gariepinus is a benthopelagic, dioecious, omnivorous fish, and is widely tolerant of extreme environmental conditions (1) . It is one of the most important fish species for aquaculture in Turkey. However, parasitic infections are known to cause massive mortality in the fry and fingerling stages, especially in high-density aquaculture systems (2) .
Previous studies have illuminated many aspects of the biology of C. gariepinus that are useful for aquaculture (i.e., karyotype, (3); nuclear abnormalities, (4); hormone effects on growth, (5); natural growth rates, (1); reproductive biology, (6); and stomach contents, (7)). However, only two previous papers have reported on the parasite fauna of this species in Turkey (8, 9) . Although both of these papers are important and useful, neither focuses on digenean parasites. Given the devastating effect of parasites, especially on younger age classes in aquaculture facilities, it is important to document and understand important parasites of this species in the wild. Our objective in this study is to document and describe a common digenean parasite of the African catfish of Turkey that has not previously been reported.
METHODS

From 2007 to 2008, a total 63
Clarias gariepinus that were caught in the Asi River were purchased from the fish market in Hatay (Turkey) and brought on ice to the Parasitology Research Laboratory at Atatürk University. We recorded the total length (TL) of the fish in cm, and then opened the abdominal cavity to search for digenean parasites. First, we macroscopically inspected the visceral organs and intestines, and then systematically inspected all material microscopically with an Olympus BH-2 stereomicroscope. The obtained parasites were fixed with AFA, dyed with Mayer's Carmalum, and mounted according to standard methods (10) . The identification of the parasite was established based on Tubangui (11) and Sirikantayakul (12) .
Statistical Analysis
Parasitological quantitative descriptors were calculated according to Bush et al. (13) as follows: Prevalence (PREV), Mean Intensity (MI), Mean Abundance (MA). To test for a relationship between fish size and number of parasites found, we used a correlation analysis (IBM SPSS Statistics 20). Finally, we compared morphological measurements of parasites from our samples to those from the two previous studies on the same species to aid in identification in future samples (11, 12) . Parasites and fish materials were preserved and stored in the Biology Department, Faculty of Science, at Atatürk University.
RESULTS
Of the total of 63 fish examined, 48 were infected with the digenean Orientocreadium batrachoides ( Figure 1 ). The prevalence of the parasite in the sample was 76.2% overall, and 100% in the largest size class of C. gariepinus (Table 1) The body is ellipsoid and the anterior region is spinous. The oral sucker is slightly oval and the ventral sucker is larger than the anterior one. The pharynx is located behind the very short prepharynx. The caecum is bifurcated shortly after the pharynx. Testicles are tandem, slightly oval, postovarian and median. The anterior testis is smaller than the posterior. The cirrus sac is large and located to one side of the acetabulum. The ovary is oval, median, and located at the equator of the body. The uterus extends to the posterior end of the body. The eggs are numerous, small, and operculated. The vitelline follicles extend from the uterine level to the posterior end of the body. In general, specimens of O. batrachoides from C. gariepinus in Turkey are larger than previously reported samples ( Figure 1 , Table 2 ).
DISCUSSION
Orientocreadium batrachoides is a broadly distributed, hostspecific parasite first described from Clarias batrachus in the Philippines (11, 14) . It has since been documented in Clarias macrocephala in the Philippines (12), in Clarias lazera in Egypt (15, 16) , in Channa gachua in India (17) , and in Clarias fuscus and Parasilurus asotus in China (14) . In addition, Soylu and Emre (8) described a digenean parasite as Orientocreadium sp. from Clarias lazera in Turkey. Given the measurements and characteristics reported in this study, we suggest that this was Orientocreadium batrachoides.
Our sample of C. gariepinus from the Asi River exhibited high rates of incidence of O. batrachoides (76.2%). Given this high rate of infection, it is surprising that this parasite has not been described previously in the fish of Turkey. It may be that this represents a relatively new invasion by the parasite in the Asi 
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